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Hope for a 1943 pack of 1,000,000 cases of canned large Maire sea herring,
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not previously produced in gqumtity because of unsatisfactory preservation
methods, was expressed today by Fishery Coordinator Harold L. Ickes.

Exg;erimental packs of this species, the smaller members of which are
canned as Mairesardines, have been put up for export and have proved satis-
factory, More tham 100,000 cases had been packed by mid-September,

The million-case pack-30,000,000 pounds——will be purchased almost. entirely
by the Fedsrel Government, The result of the new experiment, the Coordinator
indicated will result in an increase of 30,000,000 pounds of protein food to
supplament the Nation's war-time meat diet,

The experiments which have made the new product possible are being con-
ducted by the Fish ad Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior, Agri-
Mtu{*ﬂ.;{ﬁarketing Administration of the Depertment of Agriculture, end the
fish-camming and can menufacturing industries in Maine, working together through
the Offdce of the Coordinator of Fisheries, . o

Previous aftempts to cen the large-sized sea herring in small quentifies
for local use néar supply sources have been made, 1t was explained; but because
normal cenning procedures had not insured a firm-meated result, the product had
never been suitable for gemeral merchendising end wide-ramge. shipment,

Government and industrisl teckmologists began their investigation by de~-
termining the effect of various conditions of brining and lengths of pre-cooking
time prior to proceseing, Later they opened the herring so canned and tested the
contents for fiymness, color, odor, taste, and other qualities which would guar-
antee the product sulteble for distemt shipping and distribution,

 Completed tests indicate that the large sea herring can be canned succese-
fully for general use, When experiments etill under way have determined the best
methods, techmologists will make, in conjmction with these tests, a survey of
¢amming equipment in Maine which is. adaptsble to that type of preservation, Co-
qpereilb¥e noasires will then be undertsken to get maximum results from present
ecilities, and to expand facilities where pomsible, -

Preservation of ses herring is only one phase of a broad program undertaken
by the Office of the Goordinator of Fisheries to bring into use as food a lewge
variety of fish which now are caught but not landed because their size er specles
is wnpopwlar though suitable for tsble use,
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